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Exercise 5

Read the following article about ebooks, which are electronic versions of printed books. On the 
opposite page, write a summary about the advantages AND disadvantages of ebooks.

Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You should 
use your own words as far as possible.

You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 5 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.

As with any newly available technological product, the ebook is causing 
plenty of excitement around the globe. Ebooks can be stored and read on 
a variety of electronic devices including laptop computers, mobile phones 
and specialist handheld devices. What was once a thing of science fiction 
is now widely available to the general public in a variety of styles, and 
sales of electronic devices are rocketing. The ebook has both advantages 
and disadvantages in comparison to the printed book, and whether you love it or hate it, the 
ebook is here to stay. 
One of the main advantages of buying an ebook to read is that it is inexpensive. There are 
no printing costs, storage fees or postage involved. Therefore, prices can remain low, which 
is always an attractive proposition for both the consumer and the publisher. The device which 
stores ebooks is also quite small, which makes it very easy to carry. A standard device can 
hold literally thousands of ebooks. This means a wealth of information and entertainment can 
be stored in an economical way.
One of the reasons that regular readers give for buying ebooks is that they are so useful 
when travelling. There is no need to worry about the weight of books in luggage or the space 
they occupy. The problem of not having enough to read when in a foreign country disappears 
because any ebook can be chosen and as soon as the payment is processed the ebook can be 
downloaded in an instant. Ebooks can also be read in poor light as many devices have a built-
in light, which makes them fantastic for travelling and night-time reading.
It is also worth noting that ebooks can be written in a special code which means that any ebook 
can be translated into one of many languages by using simple commands. This has made them 
popular prizes in online competitions.
Many students enjoy using screens more than using pen and paper, and so ebooks can be 
a particularly good way of attracting reluctant readers. Such students may also enjoy the 
‘scripting opportunities’, which give the reader the chance to choose their own ending to the 
story. Of course, no forests need to be chopped down to provide paper for ebooks; the ebook is 
proving to be beneficial environmentally as well.
However, not everything is better in the world of ebooks. They cannot be shared as easily as 
printed books. Once downloaded to the device, they are yours to keep but cannot legally be 
transferred.
For people who enjoy the printed page, the ebook may feel strange to read. Reading from a 
screen might not feel as familiar and comfortable as reading from a book. A paper book can be 
opened and the pages flicked through; no technical knowledge is needed. However, it may take 
some time to learn how to find your way around an ebook device.
In addition, ebook devices have an uncertain life span. Paper lasts much longer than most 
digital forms of storage. Technology is constantly changing and so it is difficult to judge whether 
the software or hardware will become outdated, and the reader could then be left with a 
collection of books that is no longer accessible. For the enthusiastic reader and collector of 
books, this thought may be just enough for them to decide to continue buying paper books and 
resist the idea of the ebook.
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