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Handout 4: Resource 
 
www.breakingnewsenglish.com How to use the website. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select level 6 

Select a title 

Select 26-page lesson.  A new tab will open with 
page after page of resources including an 
answer key at the end. 
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Massive coral reef found in Amazon River  
 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1604/160425-coral-reef.html 
 

An international team of scientists has discovered a huge coral reef in the 
Amazon River. The team from the universities of Georgia in the USA and 
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil was on an expedition to learn more about 
Amazon River plumes when it made the discovery. Plumes are the areas 
close to where a river meets the sea and the river's freshwater mixes with 
the saltwater of the ocean. The reef system spans an area of 5,800 
square kilometres, stretching from the coast of French Guiana to the 
rainforest of the Brazilian state of Maranhao. The finding has surprised marine biologists because reefs 
are rarely found in large rivers as the water is usually too muddy and dark, and does not contain enough 
salt.  
 
The scientists only explored 10 per cent of the reef. They said there were many sponges, creatures and 
other marine life that had adapted to life in the darker waters. They also recorded 73 species of reef fish, 
many of them carnivorous. Researcher Dr. Patricia Yager enthused about what she had seen. She said: 
"We brought up the most amazing and colorful animals I have ever seen on an expedition." Sadly, not all 
news about the reef is good. The whole area has been earmarked for oil exploration. Dr Yager warned 
that: "From ocean acidification and ocean warming to plans for offshore oil exploration right on top of 
these new discoveries, the whole system is at risk from human impacts." 
 

SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article. 
1. discovered    a. animals 

2. expedition    b. discovery 

3. mixes    c. set aside 

4. finding    d. meat-eating 

5. enough    e. unearthed 

6. creatures    f. entire 

7. adapted    g. sufficient 

8. carnivorous   h. journey 

9. earmarked    i. adjusted 

10. whole    j. combines 

 

Tip: Put these words on flashcards for a matching activity.  1-10 on one colour card and a-j on a 
different colour.  Encourage learners to look at the words (1-10) in context in the reading text to 
help. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What kind of team discovered the reef? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the team originally set out to study? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How large is the reef? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In which country does the river meet the sea? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is there usually not enough of in rivers for reefs to develop? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How much of the reef has the team explored? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How many different species of reef fish did the scientists find? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What did the article say about the eating habits of some reef fish? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What has the area been earmarked for? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What did the article say the area system was at risk from? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Tip: There are some other activities to test reading comprehension, so you can use different 
formats each time.  

 



  
 
 
 
 

Learn more! For more information, please visit www.cie.org.uk/events or contact 
Customer Services on +44 1223 553554 or email info@cie.org.uk 

CORAL REEFS DISCUSSION 

LEARNER A’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to learner B) 

1) What is the job of reefs? 

2) Why has it taken so long to find this reef? 

3) What would it be like to be on a River Amazon expedition? 

6) How important is the River Amazon? 

7) What do you know about rainforests? 

8) What do marine biologists do every day? 

9) What are the differences between life in rivers and the sea? 

10) What do you think about what you read? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LEARNER B’s QUESTIONS (Do not show these to learner A) 

1) What is your favourite fish, and why? 

2) What do you think scientists will find in the unexplored 90% of the reef? 

3) What would you like to see up close in the ocean, and why? 

4) What kind of expedition would you like to go on? 

5) What will happen to the reef if oil exploration goes ahead? 

6) What does global warming do to reefs? 

7) How do humans impact coral reefs? 

8) What other reefs do you know about? 

9) What questions would you like to ask the researchers? 
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Free Writing 

Write about coral reefs for 10 minutes. Comment on your partner’s paper. 
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